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Ode to Mariah
WRITTEN BY BETH TURNER DIRECTED BY EVELYN D. HARRIS

SET DESIGN Ruben Arana
COSTUME DESIGN Edith Carnley
LIGHTING DESIGN C. Bacote Robinson
SOUND DESIGN Kimberly Harding
DRAMATURG Keith Wesley
STAGE MANAGER Diana Belizaire

Cameras and recording devices of any kind are absolutely prohibited in the theatre. Please turn off or set to silent 
mode your cell phones, pagers and any alarm watches before the show begins. Please refrain from cell phone 
usage during the performance. The house manager reserves the right to ask disruptive audience members to leave 
without refund.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Beth Turner is a publisher, playwright, theatre director, and educator. She is the founding editor and publisher of 
Black Masks, a 41-year-old national publication on the Black performing arts. She has also written six plays, all of 
which have been originally produced in New York City. She received a Kennedy Center American Theatre College 
Festival (KCATCF) Award for playwriting for FAMU’s production of her play Sweet Mama Stringbean in 2021. She 
has also directed plays including at FAMU, where she won the KCATCF Award for her direction of Pearl Cleage’s 
Blues for an Alabama Sky in 2015 and Tarell Alvin McCraney’s In the Red and Brown Water in 2018.  She has been 
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award from The New Federal Theatre in 2021 and was inducted into the College 
of Fellows of the American Theatre in 2022 at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. She is currently under 
contract to Routledge publishers for a book on Contemporary Black Theatre.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Playwright, Beth Turner, specifically pens Ode to Mariah as a special tribute to both her late grandmother and 
mother. The play bears the name of Turner’s grandmother while plotting the story of her mother who had the desire 
to attend college. Turner’s mother, while in high school, met the criteria to apply for a college scholarship, but was 
later denied due to an intentional rigging within the system to make her unqualified. Unfortunately, Turner’s mother 
dream of going to college then was not realized; however, her leadership, love for education and poetry manifested 
in her role as a homemaker while rearing her children well.

What Turner successfully does in Ode to Mariah is capture the heart of a young girl who is not afraid to voice 
how she feels about traditions that are in conflict with her dreams. In the politest manner, we hear the heart of a 
seventeen-year-old with a clear vision of how she wants her future to be and despite the obstacles standing in her 
way, we know Mariah will one day become a teacher.

It is my hope you are inspired by this beautiful story and by the actors telling it to continue to not only believe in 
your dreams, but to actively go after and manifest them. As Turner’s mother did by entering college at the age of 
60 to pursue and earn her bachelor’s degree as well as published a book of poetry and named poet laureate of 
Brooksville, FL. 

-	 Evelyn D. Harris
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FACULTY & STAFF

SETTING: The play takes place in a small town, near Albany, in upstate New York in 1898

This production is performed without an intermission.
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